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I.
     Introduction
a.) Write 1 to 2 good paragraphs on why you selected that college to research.  Keep in mind that you are only stating why you have an interest in learning more about the college.  This is not the section in which you would be giving rationale on why you have selected or are planning to attend this college.  In brief, this is an introductory paragraph not a conclusion.

II.             Geographic Location
a.) What city and state is the college located?

b.) Report the distance from home (miles and drive time)

c.) State the location of the college campus: rural, suburban, or urban

d.) Provide general directions.  You may want to use mapquest.com or google maps for the driving directions from East Stroudsburg to your college. The driving directions must be conveyed in a narrative/paragraph format.  Copying and pasting directions from a website as a list is unacceptable.

III.
Major(s)
a.) State what is your leading choice of major & why (what got you interested in the major)

b.) Briefly describe the major by using the information about the major on your college’s website.
c.) List some of the required classes for your major by using your college’s website.  You must state the actual course titles of at least 5 classes.

d.) How does your major relate to your potential career(s) of interest? 

IV.
Admission Criteria

a.) What is the mean/average GPA required for admission? (If exact average is not listed, please provide the GPA range).  Use the following websites to locate your college’s average GPA – Career Cruising and your college’s website.

b.) Does the college require the SAT’s or ACT? If yes, what are the mean scores for admission? (If exact average is not listed, please provide the SAT ranges for Math and Critical Reading).  Use the following websites to locate your college’s SAT averages – Career Cruising, College Board, or your college’s website

c.) What other factors are considered by your college for acceptance? (e.g. essay, letters of recommendation, activities, etc.).  Use the College Board website or your college’s website to find these admission factors.

d.) Also, are there any special requirements to be accepted into your major of choice?  If yes, please explain.  Use your college’s website to identify and report any additional or special requirements to gain entry into your major of choice.

V.
Cost of Attendance

a) Breakdown the cost of attendance such as:  tuition, room and board, books & supplies, estimated personal and transportation expenses, etc..  Use the College Board or your college’s website to find these individual expenses.

b.) State the “total cost of attendance” by adding up all of the separate expenses of the items listed above.  

VI.   Financial Aid 
a.) List and briefly describe the different types of financial aid offered by your college (e.g. scholarships, grants, loans, & work study).  Use your college’s website to state one example of a scholarship, grant, and loan and provide a

brief description of each.  Also, state if your college has a work-study program.  If yes, briefly explain what it entails. 

b.) State the percentage of students receiving financial aid at your college.  

Use the College Board website for this statistic.  If the percentage is not listed on College Board, try your school’s website.

c.) What is the average financial aid package in dollars per student?  Use the College Board website for this statistic.  If it is not available on College Board, use the Career Cruising website as your next source.  If the statistic is not available on these sites, try your school’s website.

VII.
Extracurricular Activities
a.) List and briefly describe a minimum of three school sponsored activities and/or athletic programs (intercollegiate &/or intramural) in which you would be interested in joining at your college.  You must use your college’s website to research these activities and to provide some facts/information about each activity.

b.) Also, briefly state why you are interested in participating in each activity.  For instance, have you had any prior experience playing the sport or participating in the club that you are interested in joining at your college?
VIII.
Housing Arrangements

a.) List and briefly describe all types of housing options available at your college (e.g. dorms, apartments, and/or townhouses).  Use the College Board or your college’s website for housing options.

b.) Describe the overall living conditions in the average dorm/residence hall.  For example, list some of the amenities included in the dorm (e.g. laundry service, computer lab, rec. room, number of students per room, room furniture, air conditioning, etc…).  You must use your college’s website to describe these living conditions.

c.) State if on campus housing is or is not guaranteed for all in-coming freshmen. d.) If housing is guaranteed, are all entering freshmen required to live on campus?

For letters c & d use the College Board and your college’s website.

IX.
Graduation Rates

a.) What is the percentage of students, who start your college as freshmen and graduate from your college with their degree? You can use the four, five, or six year graduation rate for your college.  Also, include the graduation rate for your major, if available. Use your school’s website and if needed e-mail or call the college for these statistics.
X.
Composition of Student Body
a.) What is the percentage of students from different ethnicities at your college?  In essence, does the school have a diverse student population? 

b.) State the percentage of male and female students 

c.) Report the percentage of in-state versus out of state students.

For all the requested information regarding the student body, first use the College Board website.  Only if the information is not contained on College Board use your college’s website.

XI.
 Five Other Factors

      Indent
to begin the first paragraph for each of the five additional factors which you choose to write about from the handout titled, “29 Points to Consider When Choosing Your College”.  Thus, you will have five additional factors of your choice with the following headings: XI, XII, XIII, XIV, and XV.  The factors in which you select to research and to write about in this section must not be the same or related to any of the factors which have been previously addressed in this paper.  In class, we reviewed the eleven factors which you can choose from in order to complete this section (i.e. select 5 of the 11 approved factors to research and to report).  For these five factors, you will be gathering the information from your school’s website.
XII.
Conclusion
a.) Based on your research and what you learned, do you intend to visit and/or apply to this school? Why? or Why not? 
b.) State at least specific 3 reasons from all the factors listed above to support your decision.
* No lists, graphs, charts, etc. are acceptable for this research paper.  All facts must be reported in a narrative format.

**  If a student cannot find a fact on any of the recommended websites, they must call or e-mail their college to obtain the information.  The student should contact the college well in advance of the deadline for this paper. 
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Also cite your college’s website by following the same MLA format used above
