August 31, 2009






“We honor our school. We honor our   

 

   community.  We honor ourselves.” 
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Welcome Back!
Welcome:  We hope everyone had an enjoyable and restful summer vacation!  Every year the excitement of beginning a new school year seems to become more and more contagious!  It was wonderful seeing our returning students and to meet so many delightful new students.  In order to provide all of our students and families with the greatest opportunity for a successful year, I would like to provide a few reminders that will continue to be reinforced throughout the school year: 
· Only staff, students, and approved visitors will be permitted beyond the office lobby area. Please remember that if you are seen in an area other than the office area either after 8:40 AM or before 3:30 PM and do not have a Visitor’s badge, you will be instructed to leave the area.  This procedure is in place to ensure the safety and security of all students.  

· Unless you are loading or unloading students or supplies, please park in designated parking areas or along the perimeter of the grassy area.  Parking is not permitted along any yellow curb areas.  Cars parked in the undesignated areas will be required to be moved.

· If your child will be a daily pick-up, please send a note to your child’s teacher stating that this will be the procedure in place for the year.  If your child normally will be taking the school bus home, and on any particular day you need to pick your child up at school, please send in a note indicating that your child will be picked up; please include the date that this will occur on the note.  Your child will then be called to the office area for pick up.  Unless a note is received indicating a change in dismissal procedure, your child will be sent home on his or her bus.  We cannot take a child’s word that you will be picking up your child.  If your plans change for your child’s dismissal procedure and you did not have an opportunity to send in a note, please call our office as soon as possible so we can relay the change in plans to your child’s teacher.

· If your child usually rides a bus home and an emergency arises or you decide you will pick him/her up from school, and you have not sent in a note, please arrive at Resica by 3:05 PM to place your child’s name on the “Pick-Up List” located in the office.  If you are not certain that you will make it to the school by 3:05 PM, please call the office and ask to have your child’s name placed on the list.

· Please refer to the district dress policy if you are uncertain as to appropriate school attire.  Shorts, skorts, etc., may not come above the students fingertips when their arms are extended.  Students may not wear excessively baggy pants, tank tops, mid-drift shirts, or shirts with spaghetti straps.  All footwear must be considered safe.  No “Heelys”, sandals or loose fitting shoes may be worn.  Thank you for helping us to keep your children safe.
· As always, student sign-outs are conducted in the main office between the hours of 8:30 AM and 4:30 PM.  All students being picked up, by authorized individuals, from an afternoon club/intramural will be required to sign his/her child out at the desk located in the office lobby.  Additionally, please remember, if your child is not taking the bus home on a particular day, please send a note in to the school including the following information:  date, child’s name, who will be picking the child up (please remember to bring in a picture identification as this may be asked for if we do not know this person, or you are new to us), approximate time of pick-up, and your signature (full name).  Lastly, please remember, parents who have sent in “Daily Pick Up” notes will be required to sign their child (ren) out at the hall monitor’s desk. 
Visitors:  All individuals entering our building, regardless of destination or purpose, will sign in and out with our Hall Monitor, Mrs. Barrett.  Items that need to be delivered to the classroom will be left with Mrs. Barrett and she will be happy to see that they are delivered to your child’s classroom.  Only parents/visitors, who have made arrangements to meet with the teacher, volunteer for the PTO, classroom, etc. will be permitted in the classroom areas between the hours of 8:00 AM and 4:00 PM.  When volunteering, please remember that you are only permitted in areas directly related to the work you are conducting.  For security reasons, we cannot allow volunteers in the lunchroom while the children are in there, unless prior arrangements have been made through the office.  We appreciate your help and cooperation as we continue to work on providing a safe and secure learning environment for all who enter our school.  Anyone who will be spending an extended time in our building will be required to take an East Stroudsburg Area School District Visitor Badge.  Car keys will be held during the time that you have the Visitor’s badge.
Family Game Night:  We will be holding our Family Game night on Friday, September 18, 2009.  Registration for games will be held from 5:30 – 6:00 PM.  The game time will occur from 6:00 – 8:15 PM.  Additional information will be forthcoming.

Open House:  Mark your calendars for our Open House nights:

· Grades 1 and 2: September 22, 2009 from 7:00 PM – 8:00 PM

· Grades 3, 4, and 5: September 24, 2009 from 7:00 PM – 8:00 PM

New This Year:  Listed below are some changes that will be noticed at Resica.  

Kindergarten through fifth grade Communication Arts classes will overlap enabling “cross-grade/school” grouping as deemed necessary throughout the school year.

Kindergarten through third grade Math classes will overlap and fourth and fifth grade will overlap for the same “cross-grade/school” grouping needs.

At the end of each day, 40 to 50 minutes we will have a school wide “Intervention/Enrichment” period.  This time will be used to re-teach and reinforce math and reading skills using a variety of research-based programs and learning modalities, challenge students in various academic areas, increase higher level thinking and problem-solving skill, provide additional social skill interaction groups, etc.  This Intervention and Enrichment period will officially begin after we have completed all school-wide assessments.  We hope to begin the actual I/E programs by the week of September 14, 2009.

Structured Recess will be implemented for students in third through fifth grades. During the first month of school the Physical Education teachers will be teaching students how to play a variety of playground games.  Students will also have the opportunity to play games such as: Four Square, Hopscotch, Escargot Hopscotch, Flag Football, HORSE, Kickball, Chinese Jump Rope, Double Dutch Jump Rope, regular jump rope, Swiss Cheese Parachute, regular parachute, Tic Tac Toe, and the playground, although limited in the number of students permitted on it each day, will be available.
Cafeteria:  Students in grades two through five will have totes on each table filled with various quiet games to play after they have finished eating.  
Communication: This year, the “Resica News” will contain a “Table Talk” conversation starter.  As you sit with your child or family at dinner tonight, or in place of watching television, read the following fact and discuss the question at the end:
“Although he died more than 20 years ago, rock and roll king Elvis Presley still reigns.  Auction of his memorabilia have included his soap, pajamas, parking tickets, and American Express card.  On the average, there is one sighting of Elvis Presley every day, and about four calls come to Graceland daily, asking to speak to him.”

If you could bring one famous person back to life, who would it be?  Why?
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