ORAL HISTORY OF A VETERAN PROJECT

NAME ___________________________________________

Due Date: NOVEMBER 4, 2009
Dear Parents, 


With Veteran’s Day just around the corner, your child has been assigned a creative oral history project.  Each child will be responsible for interviewing and giving a presentation on a veteran of their choosing.  A veteran is any person who is a current or former member of the armed services.  This person may have served during wartime or peacetime – overseas or stateside.  Your child may interview a parent, grandparent, aunt, uncle, neighbor, church member, member of your community, etc.; any are acceptable as long as he/she is a veteran.


Following the interviewing, all of the students will put together a presentation on that person and present it to the class.  This presentation will be graded.  All of the students will be following the same format and directions; however the information will be different because each student will be presenting on a different person.  

I have enclosed the directions and criteria for grading this project.  I ask that you supervise the time management of this project and make sure that the project is completed by November 4th.  Some class time will be provided in order for students to work and receive assistance regarding this project.  We will begin presentations on November 4th.  Five grade points will be deducted after this date for each day it is late.


Please encourage your child to have fun with this project and encourage their creativity throughout it.  This is a great opportunity for the students to learn about someone else’s life.  Thank you again for your support and I look forward to a set of great presentations.  
Please sign and return the bottom portion of this letter by October 16th.

Mrs. Eden

P.S.  If you are not aware of any veterans within your family’s network, please let me know via email (edens@esasd.net) by October 21st and I will assist your student.

I have received and reviewed the information, instructions, and grading criteria for this project, due NOVEMBER 4TH.  I understand that five grade points will be deducted after this date for each day it is late.

Parent Signature: ___________________________________________

Date: ___________________

Student Signature: __________________________________________

Date: ___________________

ORAL HISTORY OF A VETERAN PROJECT

Due Date: November 4, 2009

As you create your oral history project:

1. Choose a veteran who you find interesting and would like to learn more about.  You will conduct an interview with this person.  (There’s some sample interview questions enclosed.)  You do not have to use all of these questions or you may create your own.  Make sure that you really get to know the person.
2. You will pick an aspect of the person’s life that you do not know a lot  about.  You will research this aspect and then write a newspaper article on this topic.   For example, if the veteran flew a certain type of military plane, then research this plane and write a newspaper article on that plane.
3. Ask your adult to write a memoir.  A memoir is when someone writes about a special memory that they have.  This can be ANY memory they have of their life.  It does not have to be about the topic you are researching.  You may write it for the adult if they cannot, but it must be their words and their memory, not yours. 

4. Collect a few artifacts from the person.  Pick things that were meaningful to your person.  Ex: pictures, medals, hat, map where they served, letters, etc.

5. You will present your person to the class through a presentation. You may put this presentation into a Power Point, poster board, tri-fold board, scrapbook, or other idea.  Be creative with your presentation.

ORAL HISTORY CHECKLIST

_____ Interview – I interviewed a veteran to hear his/her stories and gain background information.

_____ Research – I have completed outside research for my news article about an aspect of my veteran’s life that I find intriguing. 

_____ News Article – I have written a news article featuring my veteran that is based on the interview and my additional research. . . . . . . . .  worth 30 points
5 pts. each will be given for: focus of topic 
    style of writing

    grammar/punctuation

    spelling

    use of research 

    use of vocabulary
______ Memoir – The veteran has provided me with a memoir that illustrates an important memory of their life.  OR . . . I have written the memoir for my veteran, but I’ve been careful to put it in their words, as it is their memory.  (This memoir should not be longer than one page.) . . . . . . . . . worth 10 points

5 pts. each will be given for:  paragraph development and style of writing

_____ Artifacts – I supplied artifacts for my veteran that were representative of their life’s story.   OR  . . . I collected artifacts from my veteran that were representative of their life. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . worth 5 points
         All 5 pts. are awarded for students providing a minimum of three artifacts.

_____ Portrait – I took a photograph of my veteran.  If this is not possible, please draw their portrait and include it with your presentation. . worth 5 points

All 5 pts. are awarded for students completing this task.

_____ Presentation – I am ready to give a 5 – 10 minute presentation of my veteran’s oral history.  (PLEASE, impress me with your creativity for this presentation.) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  worth 50 points

5 points will be given in each of the following categories:


Enthusiasm



volume during presentation


Posture/eye contact

content of presentation


Speaks clearly


shows preparedness


Demonstrates creativity

stays within time limit


Listens to other presenters
use of memoir/artifacts within presentation

SAMPLE ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEW QUESTIONS

(Remember, questions #1-4 and #25 – 34 are REQUIRED.  All other questions are optional or you may create your own questions as well.)

1. What is your full name? 

2. When were you born?

3. In what place were you born: at home, in a hospital, other?

4. In what city or town? Country?

5. What is your nationality?

6. What were your parents like?  What can you tell me about your parents?

7. How did they make a living?

8. How many aunts or uncles do or did you have?  What do you remember about them?

9. Where did you live as a child?  What was your hometown like back then?  What do you miss most about it?

10. Please tell me what life was like when you were very young and growing up.  What are some of your earliest memories?

11.  If you had a nickname, how did you get it?

12. How much schooling did you have?  What was your favorite subject?  What subject did you dislike?

13.  If you had a favorite teacher, what was he or she like?  In what ways did he or she influence you?

14.  If you worked as a child, what did you do?  How old were you?  What type of work did you do?

15.  What did you like most as a child?  What games or instruments did you play?

16.  Did you have a favorite pet or toy?

17.  Who were your best friends and what did you do together?

18. What is the happiest memory in your childhood and when did it happen?

19. What beliefs or ideals do you think your parents tried to teach you to live your life?

20.  Who do you think influenced your life the most when you were young?  In what way?

21. What great person have you known in your life?  What made him or her special to you?

SAMPLE ORAL HISTORY INTERVIEW QUESTIONS – CONT.

22. What were your teenage years like?

23.  What were your goals?

24.  If you went to college, where, and what did you study?

25.  What led you to choose the type of work you do or did?  What about it did you like the most?  The least?  
26.  Under what branch of the military did you serve?
27.  Where were you stationed and what was it like?  How long did you serve?
28.  Did you serve during peacetime or wartime?
29.  What did your uniform look like?
30.  What was your rank?  Did you earn any medals?
31.  What was your job while in the military?  Did you like it?
32.  Did you have friends in the military?  Do you still keep in touch with them?
33.  Do you have any suggestions on how young people can become more aware of veterans and how they served our country?
34.  If you were to give me advice today, what would it be?
35.  What do you think are your strengths?  What special things do you know or do of which you are proud?

36.  Are you married?

37.  Do you have children?

38.  What have been the major accomplishments in your life?

39.  What have been the biggest problems, mistakes, or difficulties in your life and how did you overcome them?

40.  What activities do you now enjoy?

41.  What is the most wonderful place you have visited?

42. If you had your life to do all over again, what would you do differently?  What would you do that would be the same?

43.  Do you have any other thoughts you’d like to add?







