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 Who is Mrs. Devine? 

Many parents often hear us mention the name, “Mrs. Devine”, 

but may not really know who she is and what her position is 

within our Resica family.  Mrs. Devine has been with our Resica 

family for the past 10 years as our school psychologist. Contract-

ed through the Intermediate Unit #20, Mrs. Devine works closely 

with our staff, parents, and community to ensure that we are 

meeting their social, emotional, and academic needs.   

Although Mrs. Devine is not technically an employee of our 

school district, she gives 200% to everyone and everything she 

does when it comes to helping our children.  Mrs. Devine is a 

true team player and always places student needs first and fore-

most.  Mrs. Devine actively interacts with the students, creating 

connections through interests in activities such as fishing, car-

toons, sports, and through her natural ability to listen to what stu-

dents, parents, and staff/faculty have to say! 

 

Parent Involvement 

This month all families received a new brochure highlighting the 

guidelines and procedures for volunteering in our school.  The 

purpose of this new brochure is to increase parent/guardian 

awareness of the opportunities for helping in our school as well 

as how to go about becoming a volunteer.  The following imme-

diate opportunities for parent/guardian involvement are: 

 Helping with our Fall Festival on November 4th (9:00am  - 

3:00pm.) 

 Helping with the Veteran’s Day luncheon on November 11th 

 Helping with Holiday Shoppe from  November 29th - De-

cember 2nd 
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Congratulations to our first  4th and 

5th grade Safety Patrol Members:: 

Jillian A.        Thomas M.     Ayanna T. 

Kenton A.      Lia N.             Nate V 

Oliana C.       Kyle P. 

Lorenzo D.     Nick R 

Ethan F.         Rese S. 

Amber F.        Ashley S 

Kieran G.        Brian S. 

Jacob G.         Vanessa S.  

Karl L.            Suzanne T. 



Educational acronyms: They are more than 

just letters from the alphabet (Part 2)! 
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                                                                This month we will continue explaining other acronyms that, as  

                                                                 parents/guardians, you are bound to hear your child’s teacher or 

                                                                 staff members use.  As you prepare to meet with your child’s teacher 
for conferences, please take a few moments to familiarize yourself with some of the academic acronyms that 
may be used. 

 

 DIBELS: Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills are measures that help your child’s teachers 
to determine how your child is performing on important reading skills.  The critical skills (5 Big Ideas) 
necessary are: phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vocabulary, and comprehension.  These skills are 
further discussed on page 3 of this newsletter.  Students in kindergarten through 5th grade are assessed 
on certain skills  (depending on grade level) three times a year (fall, winter, and spring).  Additional in-
formation regarding DIBELS and tracking your child’s progress can be found on the Resica web page. 

 

 DIBELS Math: Like DIBELS for reading, DIBELS Math assesses  the skills students must master in order 
to become proficient in math: early numeracy, computation, and problem-solving.  Students in kinder-
garten and first grade take this assessment, on a computer, three times a year (fall, winter, and spring) 

 

 NWEA: Northwest Evaluation Association is the association that developed our MAP assessment which is 
given three times a year (fall, winter, and spring) to students in 2nd - 4th grades. 

 

 MAP: Measures of Academic Progress is a computerized test which measures each individual student’s 
achievement level in math and reading.  When taking this assessment, the difficulty of each question is 
based upon how well a student answers the previous question.  As the students answer correctly, the 
questions increase in difficulty.  If the student answers incorrectly, the questions decrease in difficulty 
until a student answers approximately half the question correctly and half incorrectly.  This is when a fi-
nal score is determined and reported as the student’s achievement level.  The MAP assessments are used 
to track your child’s math and reading growth in school.  Additional information regarding the MAP as-
sessments can be found at: https://www.nwea.org/content/uploads/2011/07/A-Parents-Guide-to-
MAP-.pdf 

 

 RIT Score: The Rashc UnIT is a measurement scale used to report your child’s growth on the MAP as-
sessments.  This scale is an equal-interval scale (similar to feet and inches on a yardstick) measures your 
child’s academic growth from year to year. 

 

 CDT:  Classroom Diagnostic Tools are the math and reading (literacy) assessments that students in 5th 
grade take.  Like the previously discussed assessments, these are also given three times a year and stu-
dents take this test on a computer.  These tests are aligned with  the Pennsylvania State Standards and 
provide teachers and parents with a snapshot of each student’s areas of need and areas of strength in each 
content area.  Additional information on the CDT assessments can be found at: http://static.pdesas.org/
content/documents/CDT%20Educators%20and%20Parent%20Letter.pdf 
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From the Classrooms 

Mrs. Rispoli  -  Music   

Please note, fourth and fifth grade chorus will have rehearsals on TWO 

Thursdays in November (November 10th and 17th) rather then the regular 

Tuesday after school rehearsals due to the November 8th inservice day 

and November 15th conference day. 

Noteworthy Dates” 

November 11th - Veterans Day Program 

December 5th - Winter Band Concert - 7 p.m. 

December 7th - Winter Chorus Concert - 7 p.m. 

 

Mrs. Rodriguez - ESL “Tip of the Month” 

Read a book to your child in your native language.  Afterwards, discuss the book 

together using that language. 

 

Kids Read to Emma! 

On Friday, October 28th, students in kindergarten had an opportunity to read to a 

new therapy dog, Emma Early!  The students and Emma enjoyed their time to-

gether and the opportunity to share a good book!  

In the 1990’s, the idea of children reading to dogs was introduced as a way to help 

children build their literacy skills, self-confidence, and communication skills.  

Since then the number of therapy dogs being used within the classroom has in-

creased substantially.  As evidenced by the students who read to Emma, the stu-

dents truly enjoy being able to teach Emma to read by reading to her! 

 

4th Grade Pumpkin Person Fashion Show 

It’s that time again when our 4th grade students engage in learning, creating, and 
presenting their “Pumpkin Fashion Show”.  The students identified specific char-
acter traits of their pumpkins and then worked to visually demonstrate those char-
acteristics by creating pumpkin people!  The students then presented their pump-
kin people on the regal runway! 

 

 

 

 



 

Upcoming Events and 

Opportunities 

 November 4th will be 

our annual “Fall Festi-

val” during the school 

day.  Students in each 

grade level are given a 

theme that they may 

dress up for.  Each 

theme is based upon ei-

ther literature, science, 

or social studies topics.  

Each grade level is pro-

vided with a specific 

timeframe in which they 

come to the gym and 

practice team spirit and 

good sportsmanship by 

encouraging one another 

to do their best in each 

game. 

 November 5th -  Bag-O

-Bingo (Doors open at 

1:00 pm). 

 November 11th pro-

vides us with a day to 

meet with and honor our 

veterans.  Veterans will 

have an opportunity to 

engage in conversation 

over lunch, share their 

experiences with stu-

dents in the classroom 

and conclude with an 

assembly to honor and 

thank them for their ser-

vice to our country! 

 November 14th and 

15th  - Parent /Teacher  

Conferences (no school 

for students). 

 November 15th  - Staff 

Development  -No 

school for students. 

 November 24, 25, and 

28 - Autumn Break 

Five Big Ideas  
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In 1997, the National Reading Panel was formed to 

research the best methods for teaching children to read.  Based upon 

the research conducted, the panel concluded that the best approach to 

reading instruction is one that incorporates explicit, or structured and 

systematic instruction in phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency, vo-

cabulary, and comprehension. 

Each month, we will explore one of the 5 Big Ideas and how children 

are instructed in the process.  This month we will explore “Phonemic 

Awareness” or the ability to hear and manipulate sounds in words.  

Instruction in reading begins with Phonemic Awareness as it is a pow-

erful predictor of the likelihood of reading and spelling success.  Pho-

nemic awareness is developed from easy to difficult sound tasks 

which are explained in the below chart: 

 In the above chart, the number in the top row corresponds with the 

month in the school year in which the skill (marked by the “X”) is 

normally taught.  In East Stroudsburg, the September would be “1” 

and so forth. 

 

Source:  University of Oregon  



 

There are many questions that have surfaced over the past month 

regarding math and how parents/guardians can help their chil-

dren.  As a school, we have been discussing ways in which we 

can help to demystify PA Core Math.  Below are links that pro-

vide some background regarding how Common Core has 

changed the mathematic expectations of students.  Although 

these web sites will not answer all your questions, they are a 

great way to begin to break down the changes and to get some 

ideas as to how you can help your child.  As a school, we hope to 

offer some parent workshops in the future.  To help us with the 

planning of these workshops, we would greatly appreciate any 

questions you, as the parents/guardians, have about math expec-

tations and the concepts that would be most beneficial to you. 

(To access each link, copy and paste the address into your web 

browser.) 

http://www.cgcs.org/cms/lib/DC00001581/Centricity/Domain/36/

ParentGuide_Math_k.pdf 

http://www.cgcs.org/cms/lib/DC00001581/Centricity/Domain/36/

ParentGuide_Math_1.pdf 

: 

http://www.cgcs.org/cms/lib/DC00001581/Centricity/Domain/36/

ParentGuide_Math_2.pdf 

http://www.cgcs.org/cms/lib/DC00001581/Centricity/Domain/36/

ParentGuide_Math_3.pdf 

http://www.cgcs.org/cms/lib/DC00001581/Centricity/Domain/36/

ParentGuide_Math_4.pdf 

http://www.cgcs.org/cms/lib/DC00001581/Centricity/Domain/36/

ParentGuide_Math_5.pdf 
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Links and math activities that 

your child can do at home: 

First in Math:  found on the 

ESASD Instructional Re-

source page: http://

www.esasd.net/domain/53 

Games to play: 

24 Game  

Sudoku 

Yahtzee  

Bunco 

Phase 10  

Monopoly 

Ways to practice math skills: 

 Practice number writing (can 

use play doh, shaving cream, 

sand, chalk, dry erase board 

etc.) 

 Play a board game to practice 

counting 

 Orally count by 1s, 5s, and 

10s 

 Sort a group of objects by 

color, size, shape 

 Count objects one-to-one 

(toys, blocks, small food 

items) 

 Find shapes and numbers in a 

magazine 

 Practice using a calculator 



Resica Elementary 

School 

 

Vision Statement 

Resica Elementary School is 

dedicated to providing an envi-

ronment that allows for student 

to be academic risk-takers and 

provides diverse learning strat-

egies and opportunities for 

growth. 

 

Mission Statement 

Resica Elementary School cre-

ates and promotes a communi-

ty of respectful, responsible 

and success-oriented learners 

by developing the diverse intel-

ligences  of all students 

through the sciences, technolo-

gy and the arts. 

R+E=S 

Resica Elementary 
School 

1 Gravel Ridge Road 

East Stroudsburg, PA 18302 

Phone: (570) 223-6911 

Respect + Encourage-

ment = 

SUCCESS! 

Additional October happenings: 

Unity Day: October19, was Unity Day.  During this day, the stu-

dents and staff focused on how to be a positive role model and prac-

tice kindness and compassion.  Additionally, we were very fortunate 

to have Shihan Anthony who provided two excellent assemblies that 

focused on learning to build self-confidence in a positive way and 

how to deal with bullying in a healthy and effective manner. 

Fall Dance:  We had a wonderful turnout for  our  fall dance, 

over 450 people!  Thank you to all who were able to attend.  The 

children all seemed to have a wonderful time!  See you at Novem-

ber’s movie night! 

Resica Elementary Honors the October Volun-

teers of the Month! 

The month of October was a very busy one indeed!  In addition to 

the planning of many of our annual activities, two people in partic-

ular were working very hard to prepare for our new Bag-O-Bingo 

event that will take place on November 5th. 

Thank you to: 

Mrs. Kristina Howell and Mrs. Kathy Doyle  

For spending so many hours, both day and night, ensuring that all 

the necessary plans are in place for this event! 

 

I promise to be safe in what I do;  

I am ready to learn and be responsible, too; 

Be respectful and caring every day; 

Watch me soar the Resica way! 


