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For decades, Earth Day has given a voice to
people disturbed by the state of the
environment. Earth Day is observed to spread
awareness of environmental issues and
demand action.
Earth Day was founded on April 22nd, 1970, by
US Senator Gaylord Nelson. This marks the
beginning of the environmental movement,
although environmental consciousness was
gaining a hold of people years prior.
Due to the 18th and 19th Century Industrial
Revolutions, the United States became heavily
polluted and habitats were annihilated.
Although people and the environment were
troubled with the effects, Americans at large
were oblivious to the cause. Ignorance at large
continued throughout the early 20th Century,
despite scientists publishing their findings on
the harmful effects of pollution.
Everything changed in the 1960s. In 1962,
Rachel Carson published Silent Spring, which
details how aimless pesticide use harms the
environment. Her book sold over 500,000
copies, raising environmental consciousness
globally. Additionally, many laws were passed to
protect the environment and prohibit pollution. 
Prior to April 22nd, 1970, Earth Day organizers
coordinated a coalition of student groups,
religious institutions, activist organizations, and
other groups across the United States. They
were to march in the first Earth Day
demonstration.
At the first Earth Day strike, 20 million
Americans organized in the streets. The
protestors united across political, rich/poor,
and rural/urban divides. They all demanded
action against environmental degradation.
That December after the marches, the
Environmental Protection Agency was
established, and the National Environmental
Education Act, Occupational Safety and Health
Act, and Clean Air Act were passed. 

Throughout the 70s Earth Day was a political force
to be reckoned with. Every year Americans
demanded more environmental protection laws. In
response to the pressure, Congress passed the
Clean Water Act, Endangered Species Act, and the
Federal Fungicide Insecticide and Rodenticide Act.
In the 80s, the Earth Day movement lost significant
momentum. This was largely due to deregulation
and refusal to meet demands from the Reagan
Administration. Ultimately, this was a temporary
setback, as the movement became stronger than
ever in the 90s.
On the 20th anniversary of Earth Day, the
movement went global. Over 200 million people in
141 countries participated in the 1990 Earth Day
demonstrations. This kicked off the environmental
movement in many countries. Also, recycling and
compost also become more popular.
By 2000, Earth Day reached 184 countries and
hundreds of millions of people. The main demand
of the demonstrations was for governments to
switch to clean energy, in order to combat climate
change. At this point, citizens understood that
climate change, the dangerous man-made
alteration in climate patterns, is a menacing threat.

Throughout the
2000s, demands for
clean energy were
not met universally.
The environmental
movement was up
against oil lobbyists,
climate-change
deniers, and a
fractured political
movement. Faced
with these

 challenges, the movement’s numbers plummeted.
By 2010 the movement rose up and organized over
1 billion people in 193 countries for Earth Day
protests. These were largely for combatting the
same topic as Earth Day in 2000; climate change.

The Radical History of Earth Day
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Presently, Earth day is the largest secular
observance globally. It is celebrated in
countries where every year, environmental
issues become more and more critical. 
Largely due to Earth Day and the
environmental movement, environmental
consciousness is rising again. Plus, people are
witnessing the environment deteriorate: both
on social media and in person. 
For example, in the 2020 Australian Bushfires
and West Coast forest fires, hundreds of towns
burned to ashes. Thousands of people were
killed. Billions of animals perished. Images of
the wildfires terrified social media users, paired
with the fact that wildfires will become more
frequent if anti-climate change action is not
taken soon. 
People’s environmental consciousness, the
knowledge that climate change will devastate all
of humanity, is inspiring them to action. With
social media, social movements are becoming a
global effort. Especially Earth Day, with
demonstrations that become louder every year.
They serve as a testament to the power of
people to organize against humanity’s greatest
threat.

https://www.businessinsider.com/how-earth-day-grew-from-single-protest-to-global-movement-2020-4
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Other nautical experts say the accident was caused
by a human error rather than poor weather, which
ship captains drive through often. The ship’s last
known speed was 13.5 knots, way above the canal’s
speed limit of around 7 knots. 
A Dutch team oversaw a group of 13 tugboats
tasked with righting the 200,000 ton cargo ship.
Dredgers and excavators were brought in and
massive amounts of mud and sand were removed
from underneath the ship.
It was feared that some of the ship's 18,000
containers would have to be removed to reduce the
load. Unexpected high tides aided the work of the
excavation crew, as the stern of the ship was freed
on March 29th, six days after the ship was stuck.
The ship was then towed to the north to sit for
safety checks.
The economic blow due to the blockage ensued, as
several nations across the world severed
devastating losses. The Suez Canal roughly makes
up 12 percent of global trade, and was holding up
about $9 billion a day.
This breaks down to roughly $6 million every
minute. Japan estimates that the total losses are
about $54 million, but the overall economic impact
could be much more costly.
The canal is the main shipping route for important
natural resources such as gas and crude oil, and
prices drastically rose with fear that the blockade
would be prolonged. 
Countless retailers around the world, both offline
and online, suffered losses due to the blockage as
key shipments were delayed. According to experts,
evaluating the actual cost of the Suez Canal
blockage is difficult as it is hard to determine how
much it cost individual businesses around the
world.
While the disruption may not have a lasting effect,
experts feel that the incident could inflate prices of
some commodities and goods for a short period.

There is a reason why any Amazon orders
might have been delayed. Ever Given, a massive
1,300 foot container ship the size of the Empire
State Building became lodged in the Suez Canal
on March 23rd, sending the global trade
industry into a frenzy. The ship was hit with a
strong crosswind, deviating the hull off the
waterway and lodging it in the bottom. 
The Suez Canal is a trade mecca, a 120 mile
waterway connecting the Mediterranean and
Red Seas, dividing Europe and Africa. It is one
of the most heavily used shipping routes in the
world, with 18,000 transits in 2019. 
The exact cause of the ship’s grounding is
unknown. High winds were reported that
morning, with Egypt at the beginning of a
season called the khamsin, where powerful
dust storms blow in from the Sahara.
 
 

The Suez Canal
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Throughout this past year, the world has been
tested like no other as everyone has been
enduring the coronavirus pandemic. It has
been a lot for people to handle and the world is
now starting to recover after the United States
and other countries have been at a standstill
for more than a year now.
With this, a monumental event occurred this
past summer as many social issues resurfaced,
such as the BLM movement and Asian
American movements; also the advertisement
of voting in the 2020 election like no other.
Unseen social issues have been brought to the
light, and the toll that the coronavirus has had
on many of these issues. It has people
wondering if this is the new normal or if the
world will ever get back to what everyone called
normal.
Many people have been speaking up about and
using their voices by putting their energy into
planning protests, marches, and riots. However,
many people are participating in these things
because it is the new trend, which is
performative activism. 
Performative activism is a pejorative term
referring to activism done to increase one’s
social capital rather than because of one’s
devotion to a cause. This concept of
performative activism has resurfaced because
people are wondering if others are only
protesting and marching side by side with them
to show off for lights and cameras.
For example, this was seen during the BLM
movement in the summer of 2020. The wave of
people from across the country and even
across the world when the killing of George
Floyd was caught on camera for the whole
world to see, they were shocked.
This caused an outbreak of protest across the
country and is considered the largest social
movement in American history, with an
estimated 26 million Americans 
 

taking to the streets this summer to voice support
for Black lives matter and opposing police brutality.
Hashtag trends on social media started to surface,
such as #BlackLivesMatter and #DefundThePolice
to voice support for the movement, organize aid for
protestors, and disseminate information and
educational resources.
Even though the movement showed popularity and
a lot of social engagement, many were worried that
this type of outbreak in popularity was performative
activism and people doing it because it was the new
trend.

Preformative Activism
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However, there are loyal allies that really do care
about the rise in targeting of various racial groups
and want to march side by side, but there are some
who are using the situation if it is beneficial to them.
There are many who do it for more likes and
followers on social media platforms, and others who
feel like they have to do it to keep up this persona
of pretending to care. Performative activism has
many people reevaluating who their true friends
are. 

Another example of this is the recent rise in the
Asian American movement as many Asian
Americans have been targeted during the
COVID-19 pandemic. Acts of violence include
the rampage of the three spas being targeted
in Atlanta, Georgia, resulting in eight Asian
American women losing their lives. Also, others
call the coronavirus the Chinese virus, which
resulted in an uproar of people using racial
slurs and targeting many Asian Americans in
schools. 
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Recently many states, including Tennessee,
South Dakota, and Arkansas, passed
discriminatory bills to ban transgender people
from competitive sports. And, as of April 8th,
Pennsylvania is actively trying to pass this ban
as well. Why would this bill be passed, let alone
proposed? And what would this ban mean for
the future of transgender athletes? 
First, what does this ban mean? Transgender
teens will not be allowed to take part in school
sports teams that correlate with their gender
identity. This ban was first signed by Arkansas
Governor Asa Hutchinson despite protests
from both medical professionals and child
welfare groups. 
Asa Hutchinson supported his decision with
this statement: “This law simply says that
female athletes should not have to compete in
a sport against a student of the male sex when
the sport is designed for women’s competition,”
However, looking into these legislators’
“concerns” for cisgender athletes, many flaws
are evident in their reasoning. 
Those in support of this ban, especially those
against transgender women joining female
sports, believe that transgender women’s high
testosterone levels give them an unfair
advantage against cisgender women, or women
who were born female. 
However, if you look at many of the world’s best
athletes, chances are that they also have some
sort of “unfair advantage.” For example, former
world-famous Olympian swimmer Michael
Phelps is hyper-jointed in his chest, double-
jointed in his ankles, and has huge size
fourteen feet. All of these abnormal attributes
allow him to excel in the pool. If the same logic
that legislators used to propose this ban is
used, Phelps should supposedly not have been
able to compete and become the most
decorated Olympian in the world. 
 
 

Along with this, one-fourth of cisgender women
have high levels of testosterone. Despite this, they
are allowed to compete in school sports with no
problem. This completely debunks the idea that
cisgender women will have a disadvantage against
transgender women. So why propose this ban in
the first place? The answer is simple: thinly veiled
transphobia. 
This notion promotes the idea that transgender
people are not truly the gender they identify as. This
belief is inherently transphobic and a toxic mindset
to have. Believing in this idea invalidates the
constant gender dysphoria these individuals go
through every day.
The repercussions of this ban will be seen
worldwide. Thousands of fantastic athletes will not
be able to compete in the sports they love simply
because they are transgender. Allowing this law to
pass would prohibit transgender students from
ever playing a school sport. This can lead to a loss of
opportunities including scholarships, relationships,
and a possible decline in overall mental and
physical health. 
The most important thing is to protest this bill to
prevent it from becoming law. In this current age of
widespread information, people can provide others
across the country with petitions to sign and
warnings to read. Writing to local newspapers,
blogs, and websites to promote going against this
bill can help as well. 
This ban should never be allowed to become a law.
It blatantly discriminates against transgender
citizens and puts them at a disadvantage in their
communities. 

The Transgener Sports Ban
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Autism Speaks decided to make their logo blue to
represent that boys are much more likely to be
diagnosed with autism than girls. This fact has been
misconstrued to mean that boys are more likely to
have autism than girls. However, many data analysts
argue that this is because girls may show typical
signs of autism later in life, and often mask their
autistic traits more than their male counterparts. 
But this myth perpetuated by Autism Speaks only
leads to fewer girls being diagnosed with autism,
because health professionals already believe that
the chances of them having autism are low, purely
because they are female. This is also the logic
behind Autism Speaks’ “Light it up blue” campaign,
whose color is meant to represent autistic boys,
which is very popular around the month of April.
From 2005 to 2007, Autism Speaks merged with the
Autism Coalition for Research and Education,
National Alliance for Autism Research, and Cure
Autism Now. All three of these organizations
support research into finding cures and treatments
for autism. 
This is also one of the major problems autistic
people have with this organization. They recognize
that their autism is simply one facet of their
identities. It is not a defect or a disease, and they do
not feel like something is “wrong” with them. It is
just another thing that makes them unique. And
while it comes with its challenges, they can be dealt
with with the proper support. 
While Autism Speaks has removed researching for a
cure from its mission statement, the impact
remains. Many parents of autistic children still hope
their children will be “cured” from this “illness,”
rather than trying to help them with the challenges
they are facing.
 

April is Autism Awareness Month. One symbol
that is frequently used to represent the autistic
community is the blue puzzle piece. What many
may not know, however, is that this puzzle
piece is actually not a symbol of the community
at large, but of an organization called Autism
Speaks. 
The organization was founded in 2005 by Bob
and Suzanne Wright, the grandparents of an
autistic child, who, after learning that there was
no “cure” for autism, founded Autism Speaks in
order to find one. Almost right away, they
received a $25 million donation from Bernard
Marcus, an American billionaire. 
One of the major issues with Autism Speaks,
that many may not realize right away, is its
iconic logo: the blue puzzle piece. The puzzle
piece was first used to represent autism in
1963 by the British organization the National
Autistic Society. Their board decided to use this
symbol because they believed autistic people
were troubled by a “puzzling” condition. 

 
 

Autism Speaks
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And Autism Speaks has made a cure for autism
look very appealing. Historically, the
organization has had many controversial ad
campaigns. Perhaps its most famous one was
its PSA called “I am Autism” in 2009. Billy Mann,
a neurotypical Autism Speaks board member,
wrote a poem about autism that would become
the narration for the video. In it, videos of
children with autism are shown, while a dark
voice personifies autism. 
Some memorable quotes are “I work faster
than pediatric AIDS, cancer, and diabetes
combined,” and “And if you are happily married,
I will make sure that your marriage fails.” The
video also goes on to say that autism will “rob
you of your children.” 
This video is no longer on their YouTube
channel, after much backlash. Unfortunately, it
is only one of many damaging campaigns
Autism Speaks has led throughout its existence. 
In 2006, it released a documentary called
“Autism Every Day,” in which one of the
organization’s board members, Alison Singer,
says in an interview that she had considered
driving off of a bridge with her autistic daughter
Jodie in the car, but did not only because she
had another daughter, who was neurotypical,
waiting for her at home. And to add insult to
injury, this interview was held in front of Jodie.
The film implied that this was a normal reaction
parents had to finding out their child was
autistic.
Additionally, the organization has worked
together with the Autism Genome Project,
which, in part, works to create prenatal
screenings for autism, which would likely lead
to the abortion of any fetuses who are
predicted to be autistic. This would be a form of
eugenics, or controlled breeding to keep only
desirable traits in offspring.

 
 

For an organization that claims to represent autistic
people, it is ironic that Autism Speaks did not have
any openly autistic people on its advisor boards
until 2009, when John Elder Robinson joined its
science and treatment boards. 
But he left four years later, in 2013, after Suzanne
Wright published an opinion piece in which she said
autism was an “epidemic.” 
He stated in his blog that, “My words and efforts
have had no real impact on the beliefs of the actual
leadership of the organization.” 
In 2015, ten years after the organization’s founding,
two openly autistic people joined the board of
directors. So, in all, only three autistic people have
ever been in leadership positions in Autism Speaks. 
With all the donations the organization gets
annually, it spends very little on actually helping
autistic people and their families. In 2020, only
about 14.6% of their spending was devoted to
support services, or services that would support
families. 
In contrast, nearly 25% of their budget was spent on
salaries and related benefits, all according to their
2020 Financial Statements found on their website. 
The organization makes a lot of money every year
from their famous “Autism Speaks Walks,” but
clearly, this money is not always used in the best
interest of autistic people. 
Autism Speaks has made strides in recent years in
trying to distance themselves from their old image
by issuing formal statements and changing their
logo, but the damage they inflicted still has long
lasting effects today and their use of money is still
questionable. Autistic people can not be blamed for
distrusting this organization that has historically
worked against them.

 



The following article contains discussions of violence
and mass shootings. Read with caution.
For many, the conversation surrounding mass
shootings is a deeply personal one, and one
whose doors seem to open each day. In 2020,
the United States reported 611 mass
shootings, with 512 resulting deaths. 
By the end of March 2021 alone, the Gun
Violence Archive, a research group that tracks
shootings and characteristics of shootings,
reported 119 instances of mass shootings. 
The history of gun violence in America is not a
short one. According to the Gun Violence
Archive, the first recorded US mass shooting
was in Ocoee, Florida, on November 2, 1920.
The Ocoee Massacre, as it is most commonly
known, was the attack of a white mob on
African American residents who wanted to vote. 
The massacre ended with 37 reported victims,
and the black population of the town had been
reduced to zero for the following 60 years. 
The first shooting of the twenty-first century
had been a killing spree throughout April 28,
2000. The victims included a Jewish woman in
her home, an Indian man at a grocery store,
two Chinese men at a restaurant, and a black
man who was exercising with his white friend.
The most recent mass shooting to gain large
amounts of public attention was a mass
shooting in a spa in Atlanta, Georgia, on March
16, 2021. The victims included six Asian
women, one white woman, and one white man. 
An important characteristic to note in these
shootings, and many others, are the racial
motivations and bigoted ideologies at play that
cause these situations to occur. However, as
common as these motivations may be, they are
not always to blame.
Between the three events mentioned are
countless others. Events such as Sandy Hook,
Columbine, Parkland, and Virginia Tech all
resulted in the deaths of students, 
 

some as young as six years old in Sandy Hook, with
the number of victims reaching as high as 32 in
Virginia Tech.
Incidents in a Las Vegas casino, a Walmart in El
Paso, and a small church in Sutherland Springs,
Texas make up some of the deadliest mass
shootings in modern US history.
The question that arises after each of these events
grows with desperation each time: What can we do
to stop this? This question, unfortunately, has
brought to light a split in American ideology. 
There are two main groups at play in this argument:
Those who are pro-gun control, and those who are
anti-gun control. The simplest way to describe these
arguments is pro-gun control is the belief that guns
are not a necessary means of protection and serve
as a large potential danger, and anti-gun control is
the belief that people should be allowed to protect
themselves how they see fit. 
This split can also be attributed to different
interpretations of the Second Amendment. Some
believe that “the right to bear arms,” refers
exclusively to the right of a militia to arm itself for
the protection of the country, while others argue
that the right applies to all people in a matter of
self-defense.

Mass Shootings and Gun Control
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Another point involving the Second
Amendment, specifically for those who are pro-
gun control, is the aging of the Constitution and
its time of writing, and the argument that the
Framers could not have envisioned the rate at
which guns would evolve and become available.
One major argument for gun control is that,
since guns are easily available in the US, with
the country having the highest per-capita gun
ownership in the world, restricting the ways to
get them would lead to lower crime rates and
fewer shooting instances. 
However, some point to other countries’ high
crime rates without guns as a rebuttal to this,
as well as the fact that violent crime in the US
has been on a decline, according to the US
Department of Justice, despite most gun-
control laws not changing.
Those who are anti-gun control laws may point
to a specific mantra as their main argument:
Guns do not kill people, people kill people. The
main idea being communicated is that guns are
simply a tool, the same way a knife can be, and
that any misuse falls on the user. 
This is where the argument for more thorough
background checks enters. If guns are to be
available at the rate they are, it is the
government’s responsibility to make sure that
guns sold go to responsible owners who do not
pose a threat to themselves or others. 
.As stated earlier, it is incredibly important to
remember that the statistics and events
mentioned in any argument for or against gun
control are not just numbers. They are people. 
 
 
 

They are families with a missing plate at dinner, they
are friend groups with one less laugh, they are,
sometimes, reminders of what could have been, for
many who see themselves in obituaries. 
They, above all, are people who not only deserve to
be remembered but discussed with the utmost
respect and care.
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Reviewing the chemicals in cleaning products helps
protect waterways as well. Because of chemicals
and waste polluting fresh waterways, only one
percent of the world’s fresh water is drinkable. If
this pollution continues, we will not be able to
properly hydrate our ever-growing population.
Even students can participate in activities to help
slow down the effects of climate change. Hanging
posters and creating presentations for classes can
be a great way to spread awareness to fellow
classmates. 
Students can create pollution experiments to learn
how their actions could affect the environment. An
example of this could be asking students to identify
signs of pollution in their community and
hypothesize the causes of said pollution. 
Many people delay starting these Earth-saving
habits because they feel like their individual efforts
will not change anything. However, even just one
person recycling can help move towards saving the
Earth. Becoming an advocate and participating in
‘green’ behavior can positively impact the
environment. 
Despite the pandemic, people all across the world
can help save the environment. Doing little acts of
kindness every day can greatly help save our home. 

 

Earth Day has been celebrated worldwide since
1970 as a way to help save the environment.
For years people all over the world have
participated in activities and festivities to help
combat climate change. 
This year is different, however, because of the
ongoing pandemic. Instead of picking up trash
along the side of the road or joining a group
effort, people can engage in individual acts of
environmental protection. This can include
eating less meat or unplugging unnecessary
appliances in your home to reduce energy
consumption. 
An example of positive ways to help the
environment is planting native vegetation in
their yards as gardens to help promote
biodiversity. A rain garden is a great way to help
lower the amount of runoff entering local
waterways. Rain gardens are designed to
temporarily hold and soak in rainwater runoff.
This runoff can come from roofs, driveways,
patios, or lawns. 
These rain gardens also help filter
contaminants before they enter rivers and
other fresh waterways. 90% of nutrients and
chemicals and 80% of sediments from
rainwater runoff are removed by using rain
gardens. 
 
 

Earth Day: How to Help During Covid
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Aries (March 21- April 19)
Change will occur to you this
month, but good fortune will

come along with this.

Taurus (April 20- May 20)
Your reliability and

trustworthiness will help you
get what you want, as long as

you are honest.
 

Gemini (May 21- June 20)
Make decisions based on what
will impress you, not what will

impress others.
 

Cancer (June 21- July 22)
You will let go of past issues
which will allow you to feel a

great sense of relief.
 

Leo (July 23- Aug 22)
Concentrate on changing up

your routine and get out more
so you can feel more like

yourself. 

Virgo (Aug 23- Sept 22)
Focus on the outcome of

situations when you experience
inconvenience.

Libra (Sept 23- Oct 22)
An opportunity that you have
been envisioning will arise, do

not let your fears hold you back
from taking it. 

Scorpio (Oct 23- Nov 21)
Remember to stay

organized to help you be
successful. 

Sagittarius (Nov 22- Dec 21)
You will engage in

conversations with others that
will help you come up with new

ideas for your own interests.

Capricorn ( Dec 22- Jan 19)
You will be thinking more about
what the future holds for you. 

Aquarius (Jan 20- Feb 18)
Take time to catch up on things
that you have gotten behind on.

Pisces (Feb 19- March 20) 
Your assistance and support
will help someone you care

about achieve a goal.


