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    It has been one year since the start of COVID-
19. On March 13th of 2020, almost the whole
country shut down, including schools,
businesses, and public areas.
   Since last March, the number of COVID-19
cases has fluctuated. On March 2nd of last year,
there were only 16 confirmed cases. Just one
month later, 29,717 cases had been reported. 
 The number of cases nationwide had decreased
until December, when there was a spike.
However, since February, the number of cases
has continued to go down.
     In the case of Monroe County, the number of
cases had been decreasing over time, but is
currently rising slowly. Since the start of the
pandemic, 961 thousand people in Pennsylvania
have gotten the coronavirus. Out of those,
24,458 deaths related to COVID-19 have
occurred.
  In total, 29.2 million cases have been confirmed
in the nation, and 529 thousand of those cases
have resulted in death.
     Another focus of COVID-19, other than the
number of cases, is the vaccine.
     The COVID-19 vaccination was approved by
the Food and Drug Administration in December
of 2020. There are two vaccines, the Moderna
vaccine, and the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine. 
  Both vaccines are two-shot vaccines. According
to the Pennsylvania Department of Health
website, it is currently available to healthcare
workers, long-term care facility residents, and
people with high-risk conditions.
     Currently, there is one single-shot vaccine that
has been approved by the FDA. The Janssen
Pharmaceutical Companies of Johnson &
Johnson had developed this vaccination,
however, it is only currently being used for
emergency use.

COVID ONE YEAR
ANNIVERSARY

BY: EMILY BARLOTTA

     About 113 million doses of the vaccine have
been given, with 40 million people receiving the
full vaccination. This means that 12.18% of the
United States population has been vaccinated. 
In Pennsylvania, 4.49 million doses of the
vaccine have been distributed with 1.54 million
people being fully vaccinated, as of March 16th.
As time goes on, restrictions from the Center for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) are being
lifted, and places are slowly starting to open up
completely. 
   Texas has been able to change its state
mandates because of the CDC guidelines
changing. Texas Governor Greg Abbott has
issued executive orders to open all businesses
and establishments. Masks are encouraged, but
will no longer be required.
      Some people have started to practice double
masking as they are still worried about these
regulations being lifted. Double masking is fairly
new and is when you wear a cloth mask over a
surgical mask. A CDC study showed that this is
very effective in preventing exposure to
airborne particles released by coughing and
breathing. 
     President Joe Biden has stated that within his
first 100 days as president he wants schools to
be open five days a week. Schools across the
country are deciding if they are going to end
hybrid learning and go back to the old normal.
    Schools in Monroe County and neighboring
counties have been deciding if they are going to
change their plans for attending schools. Some
schools have elected to return to school;
however, the East Stroudsburg School District
will remain hybrid for the remainder of the 2020
to 2021 school year.



    A worry concern that has been shared by
many is the long term effects that COVID-19 will
have on children. Social skills have deteriorated
while being in quarantine. It is predicted that
many kids will struggle with social anxiety, and
have trouble making friends when they are able
to go back to schools five days a week.

    What had started as a presumed two-week
vacation has now developed into a year of
isolation and social change, but with successful
vaccinations and a steady decrease in cases, the
future is looking closer to the past.
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       The terms “ageism” and “misogyny” are the
main words that are looked at when talking
about the quote on quote “teenage girl culture.”
          As a young woman growing up within an
environment that constantly depicts and
criticizes one’s interests, such as certain books,
movies, T.V. shows, and various tastes of music,
can come off the wrong way.
         These are things that can often be made
fun of just because they have a large teenage
girl audience. Any form of media and pop
culture that has a large teenage girl audience is
not signified as a “real movie” or “real music.”
             For instance the mid-2000s
phenomenon, Twilight series were movies like
any other movies received criticism. However,
some of the criticism was unnecessary, such as
critics calling it “stupid” or “cheesy.” 
          Twilight’s screenwriter, Melissa Rosenberg,
made a statement about this backlash in a 2012
interview.
          “We’ve seen more than our fair share of
bad action movies, bad movies geared toward
men or 13-year old boys. And you know, the
reviews are like okay that was crappy, but a fun
ride. But no one says ‘Oh my god. If you go to
see this movie you’re a complete [redacted]
idiot.’ And that’s the tone, that is the tone with
which people attack Twilight.”
          Another example of this is shown through
the Australian pop-rock band 5 Seconds of
Summer, or 5SOS, were seen as not being a
“real band” or being called a “boy band” because
their listeners consisted mostly of young girls.
         One of the members, Ashton Irwin, stated,
“75 percent of our lives is proving we’re a real
band, we’re getting good at it now. 

         We don’t want to just be, like, for girls. We
want to be for everyone. That’s the great
mission that we have. I’m already seeing a few
male fans start to pop up, and that’s cool. If the
Beatles and the Rolling Stones and all those
guys can do it, we can do it too.”
         This type of lifestyle is shown in a girl’s
early stages of her life and there is a fear if
some girls are not into “girly” things from a
young age, such as the color pink, and liking
artists, such as Justin Bieber and Harry Styles.
Also if they are interested in bands, such as
One Direction and 5 Seconds of Summer.
        Even if young girls are interested in this
type of media and pop culture, they are made
fun of by their male peers. Whether it is
because of the type of music they listen to or
the movies and books they are interested in.
         This mistreatment has been seen in
society before and is deeply rooted regarding
gender roles saying that femininity is “weak”
and “shameful” or being considered the weaker
gender. This mentality has been passed down
through society and created misogyny onto
teenage girls.

WHY DOES SOCIETY HATE
TEENAGE GIRLS?

BY: NICOLE TOWNSEND
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        Furthermore, creating that “I’m not like
other girls” mentality. Some may question,
“What does it mean to ‘not be like other girls?’ or
“Why are they separated from what’s expected
of them rather than what they like?"
       Many teenage girls have voiced their
opinions on this topic, such as Sophomore
Sequoiah Thunder, who’s interested in various
artists, such as Shawn Mendes, Justin Bieber,
and J. Cole stated, “A lot of people tend to make
fun of it [pop music] just because it’s popular,
especially after Justin Bieber’s ‘Baby’,” she said.
“People don’t actually listen to his music, he’s
just trendy to hate on.”

     There are other teenage girls with opposite
interests, such as Ellie McDonald, a senior who’s
a fan of the WNBA. 
 She said, “whenever women show interest in
anything ‘masculine’ they are automatically
quizzed on it.”
  Either side of the spectrum, when a girl is
interested in what may stereotype them as
“girly” they are made fun of and when a girl is
interested in something that is more
“masculine” they are not taken seriously. Either
way teenage girls can not win.
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    A series of severe winter storms swept
through the United States in mid-February,
resulting in some states in the midwest and
south experiencing temperatures that were 40 to
50 degrees below average. According to NOAA,
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, from February 15-16, 69 all time
daily cold maximum temperature records were
shattered, resulting in ultimately the coldest
February in over 30 years.
    The deep freeze especially left its impact on
Texas, which experienced its worst cold snap
since December of 1989. A frigid wave of
ungodly temperatures knocked out power for
over 4.3 million citizens and plunged Texas into
44 straight hours of freezing temps.
     Two and half days of being below 32 degrees
sound like a normalcy for our frigid Pocono
winters, but for citizens of Houston used to a
warm 56, it was a living nightmare. On February
16th, during the height of the storm,
temperatures reached a record low of 13
degrees, more than 40 degrees lower than the
average temperature for that day.
   Texas also experienced an unprecedented
amount of snowfall, with a widespread band of
3-5 inches across the Dallas-Fort Worth
metroplex. Gun Barrel City, a town southeast of
Dallas, saw a record total of 9.5 inches of
snowfall. 
   The Texas energy grid saw a catastrophic
failure, with over 14% of residents losing power
for several days. Texas is the largest energy
producer in the United States, and the Lone Star
State loves to brag about its energy
independence. About 90% of the state is
powered by a Texas-only energy grid, including
every metropolitan area minus El Paso.
   Many factors played a role in the massive
energy failure, but the primary reason was 

electricity generation failing to meet the
demands of the Electric Reliability Council of
Texas (ERCOT), which resulted in them cutting
power to homes and businesses.

   There is one crucial aspect that armchair
politicians and news pundits have failed to
notice during this crisis. This disaster was not
caused by renewable energy sources; Texas
governor Greg Abott and many other
Republicans falsely claimed that frozen wind
turbines were the cause of the outages.
The cause of this was not due to any lack in
production of electricity. This deadly crisis was
the result of a series of poor decisions with one
common goal in mind: the maximization of
profit.
    Ultimately this circumstance circles back to
the idea of climate change, which has long been
ignored by Republicans in Texas despite being
affected by one of the costliest hurricanes in
American history back in 2017. The polar vortex
which devastated most of the central United
States in mid-February is proven to be one of
the effects of climate change. 

TEXAS ENERGY
CRISIS

BY: NOAH VINSKY
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   The Texas power grid acts autonomously to
evade the authority of the Federal Regulatory
Commission, which oversees any power grids
that cross state boundaries. Texas is not
connected to any neighboring states, which
means there is no possibility of connecting to an
external power supply during a time of crisis.
   Conventional gas-driven power dropped 30
gigawatts during the freeze, compared to a
measly 4 gigawatts that were dropped from wind
and solar power. The temperatures made it
more difficult to pump gas from underground
storage tanks. Nuclear power plants and certain
coal plants were forced to close, as water and
coal supplies froze.
    The energy demand was driven to 70
gigawatts as Texans raced to heat their homes.
Since multiple power plants closed, the supply
could not meet the demand, as electricity was
cut to less than 45 gigawatts. 
    The spot market, which is the only resource
Texans can draw additional energy from,
skyrocketed in price from $22 per megawatt
hour to $9,000. ERCOT, Electric Reliability Council
of Texas, ordered companies to not pay the
short term price, as it would decrease in the
coming days and cut profits significantly since
many customers were on a fixed rate.
     So, ERCOT decided to impose a series of 

rolling blackouts, cutting off the energy supply
for millions of freezing Texans. At least 86
people died in Texas as result of the freeze and
ensuing power outages, most due to carbon
monoxide poisoning from attempting to heat
their homes from car exhaust. 
 Texas utilities were deregulated to avoid the
strict limits of the FRC and to line the pockets of
owners of fossil fuel conglomerates. Millions
suffered, many going days without the basic
necessities needed for human survival.
Residents of Houston could see the skyline of
the downtown’s corporate skyscrapers being lit
up while freezing in the pitch-black suburbs,
which sounds like a scene ripped straight from a
George Orwell novel. 
    How is another crisis such as this prevented
in the future? Given that Texas refused to
nationalize their power grid, it stands as a for
profit entity not completely regulated by the US
government due to it not crossing state
boundaries. This goes to show the dangers of
corporate greed and how easily an isolated
power grid can fail.
    Not to mention, fossil fuels played a role in
the overwhelming spike in energy demand and
why the supply failed to meet it. Outdated
power resources such as coal plants and
nuclear reactors. 
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  In a time of social distancing, virtual
communication, and more free time, large social
media sites and apps such as Tik-Tok, Instagram,
and Twitter have come to dominate every-day
life. And with what seems an entire globe’s
population waiting for the return of normalcy,
the trends they produce change by the second.
But what makes these fads, or dances, or styles
go viral? To put the question simply: what makes
trends trend? 
    Firstly, the word “trend” can apply to a wide
range of things: decoration tendencies, fashion,
social media, even economics. The most general
and applicable definition, however, is simply an
inclination towards a style or craze.
     As a blog moderator and writer for Envato, a
social media and marketing website, defines it,
“It’s whatever’s happening at a given time, and
can be broadly connected to popularity.” 
   The creation and subsequent popularity of
trends can be attributed to many factors: the
period of creation, societal atmosphere,
demographic. For example, while simple Tik-Tok
cooking trends may be popular among
teenagers with not much else to do in a
pandemic, the same cannot be expected with
baby boomers who work a nine-to-five with a
family.
     These factors also go into a specific descriptor
of trends: virality. Virality is, in simple terms, how
fast and how far a trend travels in terms of
audience.
  Virality and trends in the digital age are
especially interesting. As more focus is placed on
visual interest, simply looking fun can be enough
to spur on thousands of hashtags, videos, and
posts.
    But who actually starts trends? The process
first starts with people labeled as innovators.
These are the ones who introduce new ideas 

and break form from the established. Following
them are the early adopters, who are the actual
trendsetters-- the ones who first put trends into
motion.
   The early majority continue trends’
momentum and are responsible for bringing
them to a wider audience of people. The late
majority are some of the last to join in on a
trend, only showing interest when it has already
become popular. 

    Lastly, the laggards usually mark the
beginning of the end for trends, where they
start to seem less exciting as the final adopters
join in.
   The aspects that make trends interesting
enough to join can vary on a case-by-case basis.
Some trends introduce a breath of fresh air,
such as the "e-boy" trend. Although the style
has inspiration from pre-established alternative
subcultures such as emo or grunge, it is
unrelated, and functions as its own style in
opposition to the bright and "preppy" aesthetic
of Instagram culture.
    Other trends put a twist on the status quo.
For example, many popular Tik-Tok dances use
similar moves but utilize different songs or
combinations, making each new dance trend
similar, but different.
     In general, what makes trends so appealing is
the break from normality they offer. Within the
last twelve months especially, something that
can connect people across states or age groups
is coveted, and so, even if trends are short-lived,
they still remain ever valuable to those who
participate in them.

VIRALITY AND
ONLINE TRENDS

BY: EMILY MARTINEZ
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         This year’s lockdown has affected billions of
people all over the world. Restaurants, shops,
and, in particular, schools have almost
completely shut down because of Covid-19. 
Students have experienced challenge after
challenge during this past year because of school
closure; affecting not only their grades but their
mental wellbeing as well. 
       Humans are inherently social creatures who
need to interact with other humans to remain
healthy. Schools, daycares, and other various
locations serve as children’s main forms of social
interaction. 

    With schools closed, students lack the
interaction their brains need to function as well
as they used to. This can lead to a wide range of
damaging repercussions such as stress, anxiety,
and overall worsening physical and mental
health. 
          For example, many teachers create stricter
deadlines because of the belief that online
school is easier for students. 
        Students can also find it more difficult to
concentrate and focus on their assignments,
especially students with mental illnesses like
anxiety and ADHD. While online, students may
find it more difficult to ask their teachers for help
because of the barrier between them. This
causes students to fall behind on their
academics and accumulates even more stress in
their daily lives. 

       Numerous students have increased anxiety
while participating in video calls. With these calls
being the main substitute for in-person learning,
this can cause these students to have increased
anxiety during school.
         Excess worry can lead to burnout. This is a
syndrome caused by prolonged stress that
leaves students feeling overwhelmed,
emotionally drained, and unable to complete
tasks. 
        During online school, students experience
burnout much faster than in-person learning. 
Students learning online will often find
understanding and processing information they
are given much harder than usual. This is
because of a lack of interaction cues that are
only noticeable during in-person interactions,
such as tone and pitch of voice, facial
expressions, eye contact, or body language. 
       Situations where interaction cues are not
easy to acknowledge cause the brain to have to
work harder to interpret information that it is
receiving. This causes extreme mental fatigue.
        The percentage of the United States citizens
who fall in the poverty category is roughly 9.2%.
Students who are a part of these low-income
families have a much harder time adjusting to
online learning. Many of these students depend
on school lunches as a meal. Without in-person
school, these students have the chance to go
hungry for the day. 
 Along with meals, students may not have
access to the internet without being at school or
another public place. This causes them to be at
a huge disadvantage compared to their
classmates. 
      School is a great way to escape from day-to-
day life. For many students, this means escaping
from abusive parents or other people living in
their house.

THE EFFECTS OF ONLINE
SCHOOL

BY: KAYLEE HENDERSHOT
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          Without school, these students have to
spend an extended amount of time with said
abusers. 
       There are many great ways that parents and
other peers can help students excel in online
school. Students who have their own space to
work tend to be more focused and motivated to
do their schoolwork. 
     Encouraging students to engage in healthy
habits can help support them and motivate them
to work on schoolwork and other hobbies. These
habits include sleeping 8-10 hours a night, eating
three healthy meals a day, breaks to participate
in leisure activities and personal interests, and
plenty of exercises. 
         A study at Clark, a software company in
New York, concluded that “healthier meals could
raise a student’s achievement by about four
percentile points on average” along with “good
nutrition improves grades and helps
concentration.”
          A positive tone in a student’s house can
also help lift a student's mood. On the other
hand, a negative house can decrease
productivity and make students unmotivated. 
      Guidance counselors are a very crucial way
for these students to reach out for comfort and 
           

assistance. During quarantine, counselors grow
out of reach from students in need. 
        If a student is struggling with their mental
health an appointment with a therapist can be
extremely helpful. Therapy can allow students
to express their concerns without fear of not
being taken seriously by family members or
other peers. 
    Despite the many negatives of online
learning, there are some positives that come
with it. Excess amount of time at home allows
students to grow a closer relationship with
family members and other people they live with. 
     Familiar environments can also offer a feeling
of safety and reassurance during the pandemic.
While social interaction is beneficial, some social
situations at school can be damaging. During
online schooling, traditional bullying decreases.
Although, this can be replaced by cyberbullying. 
      Staying at home has resulted in a substantial
decrease in Covid-19 cases all over the world. If
school continued in-person, there would be a
major growth in cases everywhere. 
Online school has been extremely challenging
for millions of students all over the world and
will continue to be. With the help of parents and
teachers alike, students can still be able to be
successful despite the ongoing pandemic. 
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   The debate surrounding the $15 federal
minimum wage has been increasingly popular in
recent months, especially with its initial inclusion
in the recently passed coronavirus stimulus
package. While no longer a part of the bill, the
mention of it in the news has caused many
people to think about this issue they may not
have previously considered.
   To fully understand the debate and its
opposing perspectives, it is necessary to look at
both sides of the matter. 
    Supporters of the $15 minimum wage argue
that it will lift countless people out of poverty.
They cite a 2013 study by economist Dr.
Arindrajit Dube at the University of
Massachusetts that predicted that if the
minimum wage were raised to even just $10.10,
it would lower the number of non-elderly people
living in poverty by 4.6 million, and even 6.8
million people when long term effects are
considered. 
    Another point commonly mentioned is that
the federal minimum wage, which has not been
raised since 2009, has not kept up with inflation.
Due to this, it is disproportionate to the price of
living, further keeping poor people poor. 
    The minimum wage is not indexed for
inflation, which Liana Fox, PhD, Senior Analyst at
the Economic Policy Institute says would, if in
place, guarantee “low-wage workers a wage that
keeps pace with the rising costs of goods and
services.” 
   Additionally, the federal minimum wage has
failed to keep pace with rises in productivity. In
2012, it should have been $21.25 if it had kept up
with productivity growth since 1968, according to
a study done by the Center for Economic and
Policy Research. 
Many also argue that people who are working
long and difficult hours in minimum wage jobs 

should be paid enough money to live on. They
should be fairly compensated for their work, as
the minimum wage was always meant to be a
living wage. 
 President Franklin D. Roosevelt, who
championed a federal minimum wage,
explained in his 1933 address that the minimum
wage was meant so that working people could
“earn a decent living.”   

   The living wage in 2019 for a family of two
working adults and two children before taxes
was $16.54 an hour, according to the Living
Wage Calculator from the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology. This is even higher than
the proposed $15 an hour, which supporters
say proves that the minimum wage needs to be
changed.
     Opponents of the $15 federal minimum wage
say that it will increase unemployment. They
claim that businesses will not be able to afford
to give all of their employees this higher pay and
have to lay off workers. 

PROS AND CONS OF
$15 MINIMUM WAGE

BY: ERICA BROOKS

Image Source: https://news.yahoo.com/bidens-15-wage-proposal-job-172603871.html



    The Congressional Budget Office estimated
that raising the minimum wage to just $10.10
would result in the loss of 500,000 jobs.
Therefore, many argue that it is better to have a
low-paying job than to have none at all. 
     This, in turn, may actually increase poverty.
Even if people do not lose their jobs, which
would naturally contribute to poverty, they
would likely be working fewer hours, meaning
they earn less. 
     Those who oppose this higher minimum wage
also argue that small businesses will be
excessively negatively impacted. They say that in
combination with the adverse effects the
pandemic has had on small businesses, having
to pay each of their workers $15 an hour would
crush them. 
     A last essential point of the opposing side is
that this would raise the prices of everyday
essentials. If people are being paid more, in
order to make as much money as they were
before, businesses would need to increase the
prices of their goods and services.
   For example, the Federal Reserve Bank of
Chicago published an article in 2013 that
asserted that fast-food restaurants would
transfer 100% of higher labor costs caused by a
minimum wage increase onto consumers by
upping the costs of their products. 
     Not only would this change affect companies
paying their employees the federal minimum
wage, but those who are currently making more
than it would pursue higher pay as well because
they were making more than the minimum
before the change. This, in turn, would
contribute to inflation, and the further increase
in the prices of products everywhere. 
    Regardless of what side one aligns with, it is
clear that the decision to have a $15 federal
minimum wage can have lasting effects on the
economy for years to come.
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      Throughout quarantine, many Americans
have picked up new hobbies to pass the time.
Not only are they great distractions, but they
can also positively impact your life, health, and
bring in a little extra cash.
       During the pandemic, one of the safest
public places to be in is nature. Some outdoor
activities many have taken up are hiking, fishing,
skiing, skateboarding, and biking. These
activities are beneficial for both mind and body
and easily accessible to do at local parks and
nature reserves.
         Another safe activity many have begun is
exercise. Because gyms are closed, people are
exercising in outdoor fitness classes, nature, or
at home. With access to online workout plans
and fitness trackers, this is a wonderful
opportunity for those stuck at home who have
never had the motivation to hit the gym.
           Cooking and baking are hobbies everyone
can pick up! It is no surprise that over
quarantine it has become more common.
Instead of eating prepared meals, consider
using the extra time to prepare them yourself.
Baking is a delightful way to surprise your family
and friends.
      Reading is a great way to expand your
knowledge and entertain yourself throughout
quarantine. Reading educational material can
help you in your schoolwork and future career.
Checking out ebooks and ordering books are
also great ways to support your local library
from a distance. 
         This extra time has allowed many to
explore DIY crafts. Popular ones are painting,
drawing, pottery, sewing, jewelry making, etc.
Platforms such as Depop, Etsy, and Instagram
even make these creative products marketable. 

     Social media use has skyrocketed during
quarantine. Many people are making Twitch
and Youtube accounts. On those platforms,
they livestream and/or make videos of
themselves educating and entertaining
viewers. Also, podcasts have been produced
and consumed more and more throughout this
time. Listening to podcasts is a terrific way to
make a boring situation, like cleaning or
driving, more entertaining.
        Digital entertainment is a great alternative
to in-person entertainment. TV and movie
streaming services, such as Netflix and Hulu,
have grown in popularity. Consider finding new
entertainment through streaming services
instead of cinemas and theatres. Many artists
have live streamed their concerts, which is a
great alternative to unsafe live concerts.
         Ultimately, these are just some of the
most popular hobbies adopted throughout
quarantine. Take advantage of this time to
choose a hobby or two that you enjoy!

QUARANTINE 
INTERESTS

BY: LUCINDA BAUMAN
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    One of the most terrifying aspects of the
internet is cancel culture. The fear of losing your
entire reputation due to negative actions ranging
in severity would drive many to be uneasy. This
online phenomenon has uncovered criminals
and miscreants who hide their misdoings under
a witty internet persona, but it has its flaws. 
    So, what is cancel culture? It is the act of
unsupporting and/or ostracizing someone due to
their offensive or unacceptable behavior. 
    A recent example is world-famous Harry
Potter author J.K. Rowling. In late 2019, Rowling
tweeted in support of Maya Forstater, a
researcher in support of revoking the United
Kingdom’s Gender Recognition Act of 2004. This
act allows transgender people to change their
legal gender. Rowling received immense
backlash and her past transphobic remarks were
brought to light.
     Rowling did not apologize for her harmful
ideologies and her career seems to be upheld by
all but the young generation. Those who love her
works defend her until there is nothing left to
defend, rendering her cancellation an utter
failure. 

  Additionally, there is a stark difference
between who has been canceled and the
reason why. In 2005, a woman on a South
Korean subway was caught on camera not
picking up her dog’s feces. The photo spread
across popular South Korean websites until she
was identified by internet users. 
     Consequently, she was doxxed, spreading
her phone number, address, and other
personal information across the internet. This
led to the woman reportedly dropping out of
university. Those responsible still have not
been identified and held accountable. 
        Why were her repercussions so severe?
Why was she doxxed because of an issue that
could have been easily avoided? Some may say
it is due to this woman’s lack of popularity. If
someone is rarely heard of or unknown, how
likely are doxxers going to be persecuted?                  
     Although doxing is illegal, only when
celebrities are affected does action take place. 
What is deserving of being canceled? Does
anyone get a “pass” based on popularity, race,
sexuality, or other seemingly unrelated factors?
Does this cancelation go to the point of doing?
            Critics on Twitter question whether or
not canceling big-name celebrities is effective.
With so many outlets and other means to
generate wealth and popularity; are superstars
able to face repercussions for their actions?  
     When big-name celebrities are canceled, it
seems like it does not affect their career in the
slightest. With die-hard fans and the idea that
cancel culture exclusively lives in the “internet
bubble,” many actors, politicians, and television
hosts do not feel the effects of cancel culture at
all.

CANCEL 
CULTURE

BY: ALLISON HENDERSHOT
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        As an example, popular SNL host Jimmy
Fallon was canceled due to the resurfacing of a
2000 video of him doing blackface, which is
defined as “the practice of wearing makeup to
imitate the appearance of a black person.” He
publicly apologized on Twitter, which received
mixed reviews, and continued with his career as
per usual. 
        Little to no people stopped supporting
Fallon after he apologized on Twitter over
something as serious as mocking people of
color. This further supports the fact that huge
influencers are immune to the effects of cancel
culture and, in turn, cannot truly pay for their
actions. 
        There are other problems with cancel
culture as well. Some wonder if those who are 

canceled grow from their criticisms. In these
cancelations, the victims are rarely educated on
what they did wrong. This seems to be the
biggest problem with cancel culture. 
    How can people learn from their mistakes if
there is no prompted change? On the other
hand, is it other people’s responsibility to
educate them?
        So, is cancel culture entirely flawed? No, it
does not have to be that way. If internet users
analyze situations instead of jumping to
conclusions, they can educate people if
possible. This can prevent future instances by
raising awareness of issues that may go unseen.
This makes cancel culture a great asset, but only
if it is used properly. 
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MARCH
HOROSCOPES

BY: LUCINDA BAUMAN

Aires (March 21- April 19)
Take time to re-evaluate
your goals; think about
what direction they are

taking your life in.

Taurus (April 20- May 20)
Be willing to be cooperative
or compromise in order to

achieve your long term
goals.

Gemini (May 21- June 20)
Do not be afraid to explore
a new hobby or aspect of

yourself. 

Cancer (June 21- July 22)
You will not regret speaking

your mind and asking
questions to better

understand a situation.

Leo (July 23- Aug 22)
Make some time to

become organized and
stay on top of your

responsibilities.

Virgo (Aug 23- Sept 22)
Accept your feelings, even

when you are in a vulnerable
state; this will help you

process them long-term.

Libra (Sept 23- Oct 22)
Do not be afraid to ask for
extra-time to think before
you make a life-changing

decision.

Scorpio (Oct 23- Nov 21)
Apply caution to spending

lots of money unnecessarily;
be mindful of what you will

need to accomplish your
goals. 

Sagittarius (Nov 22- Dec 21)
Listen to and learn from your

friends, even if you don’t
want to accept their advice.

Capricorn (Dec 22- Jan 19)
Look for creative inspiration

to make something new;
through nature, art, music,

etc.

Aquarius (Jan 20- Feb 18)
Know your worth,

independent of other
peoples’ opinions.

Pices (Feb 19- March 20)
Release any thoughts that
are holding you back and

preventing open-
mindedness.
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