
The Upgrade to Windows 
8 

Presenters:  
TJ 

. 
  



What is Windows 8? 

+  Windows 8 is the newest 
operating system for 
personal computers 
developed by Microsoft. 

 
+  While many feel 

overwhelmed about the 
switch from Windows 7 to 
Windows 8, with practice 
the switch is easy, helpful, 
and enjoyable.  



What Will Windows 8 Run On? 

+  Windows 8 is pre-installed 
on thousands of new 
computers, laptops, 
tablets, and more. 

+  The operating system will 
work on personal 
computers, Windows 
tablets, and even some 
cell phones. 

+  The operating system will 
not work on Apple devices. 

 



How do I get Windows 8? 

+  Most new PC computers 
and Windows tablets 
have Windows 8 pre-
installed. 

+  Windows 8 is available 
for purchase and 
download off the 
Microsoft website and 
may be used to upgrade 
some versions of 
Windows 7. 



Touchscreen or Traditional 
screen? 

+  The Windows 8 platform 
runs well on many 
traditional laptops and 
desktop computers.   

 
+  The decision of 

touchscreen or traditional 
screen is really the 
preference of the 
consumer.  With some 
practice, either one is 
vibrant and easy to 
navigate. 

 



Microsoft Account 

. +  Upon activation or power up of your 
Microsoft device, you will be prompted to 
open a Microsoft account.  

+  A username, password, \ email address, 
and a few other pieces of information will 
be collected to make the account. 

+  Your picture, credit card, and other 
personal information are all optional and 
used for only apps and tiles that require the 
information. 

+  The account is designed only for security 
on your device.  



Basic  Navigation 



Your Lock Screen 

+  As your device is powered on or unlocked, 
the lock screen appears. 

+  A picture of your choice can be used and 
selected in “personalization” option on 
your device. 

+  To unlock press the spacebar, or on 
touchscreen devices slide your fingers 
from the bottom of the screen to the top. 

+  The password you set when the Microsoft 
account was created will be prompted to 
access your device for security. 

+  You may select no password prompt in 
“settings” or “personalization” on your 
device. 



Your Start Screen 



What is on the Start Screen? 

+  Apps, known as ‘tiles,’ 
appear on your start 
screen.  

+  Some tiles like Mail, 
Facebook, Weather, 
People, and Sports are 
considered “live tiles”, as 
they update themselves 
often.  They preview the 
latest update and are 
animated. 

 

 



Navigating the Start Screen(8.1) 

+  Scroll left and right to view 
all tiles. 

+  Swipe upwards on screen 
to view apps. 

+  Swipe upwards from very 
bottom of the screen to 
view edit options. 

+  Swipe right from far right 
of the screen to the left to 
see the start menu.  

 



Tile Editing 

+  To edit a tile, press and 
hold, or simply right click. 

+  You may drag the tile 
wherever you want, resize 
the tile, remove it, or even 
change the picture 
representing the tile. 

 



Moving to the Desktop 



Windows 7? 

+  Windows 7 is partially 
integrated with Windows 8 in 
the form of the desktop. 

+  By clicking the far left tile with 
the caption “Desktop”, you will 
recognize the familiar Windows 
desktop. 

+  Here we may store folders, files 
and other programs that are not 
accessible from the start 
screen. 



Desktop Continued 

+  At the very bottom of the desktop is 
where programs and or your latest tabs 
are found. 

+  At the far bottom left, you will find the 
windows  & web browser keys, the 
application and file folder, and recent 
programs.  

+  At the bottom far right, you will find the 
time, sound toggle, network connectivity, 
battery level, and hidden icons. 

+  While using the desktop these options at 
the bottom of the screen may be clicked 
for easy access, adjustments, and 
multitasking. 



Navigation Tips & Tricks 



The Most Important Key 

+  Probably the most useful 
and important key is the 
Windows key on your 
keyboard.  

+  At ANY time press this 
key to switch from the 
program or screen 
(desktop, iTunes, web, 
mail, etc.) you're on to 
the start screen and 
back again. 



The Start Menu 



The Start Menu 

+  To reach the start menu 
at ANY time simply 
swipe from far right of 
the screen to the left.  
(Your track pad will work) 

+  The start menu gives 
you many easy options 
for convenience. 

 

 



The Start Menu Continued 

+  On the start menu, you have easy 
access to… 

1.  Search the document, page, or 
program you are in. 

2.  Share content on the page or 
program you are using. 

3.  Switch back and forth from the 
start screen. 

4.  Checkout devices connected. 

5.  Settings and control. 

6.  Time, date, network connectivity, 
and battery life.  

 

 

. 



 
 
Options and Customization Menu   
 

. 



Options and Customization Menu 

+  To see more options or 
customize the page you 
are on, swipe upwards 
from very bottom to top 
(works with trackpad). 

+  This option will only work 
in Windows apps and 
tiles. 



Multi-Tasking Menu  



Multi-Tasking Menu 
+  While sometimes getting 

to this menu is tricky, it 
has its benefits. 

+  To get to the menu, 
swipe left slightly and 
hold until side panel 
shows up. 

+  The easiest way to get 
here is moving your 
mouse to the top left, 
and then down. 

. 



Dual Panel or Split Screen 



Dual Panel or Split Screen 
+  Ever wonder how to look at two things 

at once on your computer? Maybe look 
at mail and watch YouTube at the same 
time? Then this is the trick you want to 
pick up. 

+  To split screens, simply swipe from the 
far left to the right slowly, and move the 
split bar to where you want it to go. 

+  Without a touchscreen, you may go to 
the top left corner and move the mouse 
down as to access the multitasking 
menu.  From there, grab the tab you 
want to split, and drag the split bar out 
to where you want it to go. 



Quick Settings  



The Settings Option 
+  By clicking on the settings 

option within the start 
menu, many key options 
appear. 

+  Network connectivity, 
volume, brightness, power 
options, personalization, 
and control panel may be 
easily found here. 

+  Use this feature to connect 
to Wi-Fi, power on/off your 
device and many other key 
options. 



Why Windows 8? 



Why Windows 8? 

+  Windows 8 devices are at the top of the market today and are 
compatible with nearly all the latest and greatest software such as 
Adobe, Office, Chrome, iTunes, Skype, and many more. 

+  The design is sleek and smooth on most devices and mixes work with 
personalization and style. 

+  Devices offered in all different price ranges. 

+  Graphics, speed, HD video, surround sound audio, and touch screen 
capability is offered on thousands of products. 

+  If you have a Windows 8 device, you made the right choice. With just 
a little bit of practice you will realize Windows 8 offers one of the best 
experiences out there. 



Recommended Software for your 
Windows 8 Device 



What’s Recommended… 

+  Web Browsing- Firefox or Chrome: both free downloads and are very 
safe, fast, and easy to use. 

+  Audio- iTunes, the most highly used software for music on the market. 
Safely download and play music on your device with access to hundreds 
of thousands of artists and titles. Also check out Pandora for for free 
listening. 

+  Virus Protection- Microsoft Windows Defender: Nearly all Windows 8 
devices have it preinstalled and is one of the most respected on the 
market. Not to mention, it’s free! 

+  Video Chat- Skype: Free download and easy to use on Windows 8 for 
face-to-face chat with family and friends. 

+  Creating Documents- Microsoft Home and Student: The world’s leading 
software works better than ever on Windows 8.  



Questions? 
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